REASONS Humbly offered th the Gonfderation of th 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, for the Paſſing a B I LBS 
now depending for the Importation of SAL T-PETRE,: 

Orcaſrned by a Printed Paper, called The Salt-Petre 7 


Caſe. 


Alepetre, is a Commodity fo neceſſary, that we can neither Fight nor Trade, or fend a 
Ship to Sea, withour it ; and in time of War eſpecially, it is our Intereſt to buy ir, if ic * 
cannot be procured otherwiſe, of our Enemies. Therefore, upon the preſent occaſion it 

i5not material, how much thoſe we muſt buy it of, will get by us ; buc whether we want 
t Or no, ; 

Nothing can be a more convincing Proof of the preſent want and ſcarcity, of Saltpetre in 
this Kingdom, then the exceflive price it bears now, compared with what it was uſually fold for 
formerly, and may be bought for in Holland at preſent. It is now, and for ſome time ſince has 
been ſold here for about 8 /. per Hundred ; the price in Holland is about one third of that, and it 
has been formerly much cheaper in England, than it is now in Holland. 

How their Majeſties Stores are furniſhed at preſent, the Officers of the Ordnance well know 3 
and how dangerous it would be for to ſuffer the Stores to be exhauſted, or to have but a ſmall 
proviſion of a Commodity, ſo neceſſary for the Safety and Detence of the Nation ; and with 
which chere is no proſpe&t of being ſupplied, (in cafe of a difference with the Durch), otherwiſe 
then by ſending for it to the Eaft-Indies; in which time the Nation may be ruined for want 
thereof, 

Bur it is notorious, that the King has during the War bought great quantities of Gunpowder 
of ti: Dutch, (as the Saltpetre Caſe obſerves), above 12000 Barrels, which is another proof of the 
ſcarcity of Petrein England ; for it's evidently thie Intereſt of the Nation, for ro make Gunpow- 
der of their own Petre, (if they had any), nay to buy P-tre of the Dutch, rather then Gunpow- 
der, as ſhall appear afterwards. Theretore fuppoling this point made out, that there is a want of 
Saltpetre in England ; it's fit to confider the confequences in the following Inſtances. 

Merchants, Owners of Ships, and Privateers, and Fiſhing Ships, are at conſiderably greater 
charge than ordinary, in making Proviſion of Powder, neceſſary for che defence of their Ships. 
Which, conſidering how great a ſhare of the Calamity of this War has fallen upon the ſaid Mer- 
chants, it's hoped, will weigh with the Houle. 

' By this means, the Manufafture of Gunpowder in England is prejudiced. This the Dutch 
know how to value ; and therefore this laſt year prohibited the exportation of Saltpetre for the 
uſe of their Alleys in Germany, but ſuffered them to have as much Gunpowder as they pleaſed, 
becauſe a great Duty is impoled upon Gunpowder in Holland; and the Dutch get more by the 
Powder, then the Petre which they ſell. | 

. Gunpowder in England, exceeding the price of Five Pound the Barrel, cannot by Law be ex- 

3* ported ; by which means we cannot ſupply Ireland, and all the Engliſh Plantations in t eff = 
' Indies , as formerly ; but the Dutch find ways of furniſhing them at their own rates, to their great 
Profit. 

Refiners are forced to ſend their Silver to Holland to be ſeparated, where it can be done much 
cheaper than in England, by reaſon of the great difference in the Price of 'Saltpetre. 

By reafon of the ſcarcity of Saltpetre which is a great ingredient in the compoſition of Glab. 

The Glaſs men are nigh ruined. 
«Our Scarlet and Bow Dyers, cannot Colour without Saltperre ; and becauſe of the great prics 
bears at preſent ; Merchants find their account in ſending Cloth to be dyed in Holland; and 
thesDutch have a great advantage of us, in Dying their own Cloths cheap tor the Turkey Trade, 
the prejudiceof the Woollen Manufacture of this Nation. 

An I:mpoſition of Sixty pound a Tun, (modeſtly preſcribed by the Salepeter Caſe), may indeed 
ervice to an Ingroſler, who has the greateſt part of that ſmall quantity of Saltperre in Eng 
now in his own hands ; but it is not a remedy likely to obviate the miſchiefs above-mentioned, 
nor.to recover ſo many uſeful Trades as are almoſt loſt and ruined, by the exceflive price of Salt- 
petre. Burt if this will not do, the ſaid paper would have us depend upon the Two Eaft-India 

Ships, coming with Saltpeter. 

As to this, it is to be obſerved, The occaſions of the Nation are prefling ; but it is not certain 
when, or whether or no, the ſaid Ships will arrive, and there is the leaſt reaſon to expe great 
quantities in thofe Ships, becauſe Three Eaſt-Imdia Ships which arrived laſt year, broughe but 
Sixty Tun or thereabouts. 

If other means fail, the Pattentees for making Saltpeter will ſupply our wants. 

The ſaid Pattentees, have been able hitherto to make but avery inconſiderable quantity, two Turt 
at — inreſpect of the great price this commodity bears,it was their Intereſt to make as much 
as was poflible. 

But it does not appear, whether that little which they pretend to have made, was not bought ir 
order to carry on the fflaa$ Stock jobbing. 4 3 

And they ought not to be truſted, boca they deceived the Houſe laſt Seflion,- as appears by 
their Petition at that time preſented, againſt a Bill of the ſame nature with this now depending ; 
whenthey promiſed to make a Quantity ſufficient by Seprember laſt, to ſupply their Majeſties and 
the Trades-men yet have made but two Tun, if they really made that. 

It is ſuſpe&ed, private Merchants kfve bought Saltpetre in Holland, &Cc. 

This Author would do well to tell us, what publick Merchants there are in the Nation, for 
certainly if private Merchants deſerve incouragement in any caſe, it is when they have the Dili 
gence, or Prudenceto foreſee the wants of the Nation, before our Neighbours are aware ofthem ; 
and if ſuch. have already bought Saltpetre in Holland, the Dutch have already got all they can get 
thereby, and by whichthe Dutch are prevented, making the great advantage they might have 
made, when our wholedependance (through neceflity) muſt haye been upon them. 
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